Virtual Meeting Law
On April 16, the Senate and House passed HB1082 (Act 2 of 2020), amending
Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-106, and allowing public entities to assemble, gather, meet
and conduct open public meetings through electronic means. City council meetings
and other public meetings traditionally held in person can now be held by
telephone, video conference or video broadcast.
There is no requirement that a member of the public or a member of the city
or town government be physically present at the meeting. However, if a city chooses
to conduct an open public meeting by telephone, video conference or video
broadcast, then the public must have access and be able to attend the public
meeting using electronic means. The public must be given notice of the method the
public may use to attend the meeting, and that notice must be published with the
notice of the open public meeting.
Public meetings must be recorded in the format which it is conducted,
including without limitation:
1. Sound-only recording;
2. A video recording with sound and picture; or
3. A digital or analog broadcast capable of being recorded.
Records of an open public meeting held under this subsection shall be
maintained for one (1) year from the date of the open public meeting.
There is one thing to note for cities of the second class and incorporated
towns. Under Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-106(d)(5), amended during the 2019
Legislative Session, cities of the second class and incorporated towns were
exempted from recording public meetings until July 1, 2020. However, all cities and
towns that conduct a virtual meeting under Act 2 of 2020 must record that meeting
regardless if it occurs before July 1, 2020.
The ability to conduct virtual meeting as described in this legislation will
expire when the Governor declares the disaster related to COVID-19 has ended or
on December 31, 2020, whichever is sooner.
The full language of the bill is on the following pages.

